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CANDY GIRL CATFIGHT | by Kate

Marshall - one of the pieces on

sale at DegreeArt.com
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TURNING STUDENT ART INTO COLLECTORS' ITEMS

Graduate Gallery

Rose Rouse meets the pair who defied the odds to create a booming business

OF THE two least promising
STarts to acareer, one has wbe
hearing the immortal words
“You're fired” from Alan Sugar,
and the other being laughed
off set by one of the Dragons
in BBC's Dragon's Den.

Itwas the larter that hap-
pened o art graduates [sobel
Beauchamp and Eliner Olisa,
Just 24 and 23 when they ap-
peared on the show in 2005,
with the idea of creating a
website to sell their friends’
end-of-degree artwork, they
were met with mockery by
then-Dragon Rachel
Elnaugh, who told
them they were a
pair  of silly

erhewnloirle

online contemporary art
business and gallery, Empire,
in Bethnal Green's Vyner St.
Their idea was simple. I
was at London College of
Fashion and Elinor was at
Goldsmiths.Our friendswere
graduaring they'd have amaz-
ing end-olyear shows but
then haverogerajobinabar.
They didn't have aclue howto
sell theirwork,” says Isobel,
now 26.“We creared Degree-
Artcom o givea platform to
artists like them and allow
anyone with acomputer to
become anart investor.”
She adds: “We're always
looking for artstudents
who are graduating but

hawa 3 mendaccianal arrirodas

to make commercial deci-
sions.”

Whatwas their first sale?
“We sold four paintings for
£400 each to a guy who
worked in London but hada
flat in New York,” laughs
Elinor, 27. “We nearly
exploded with excitement.
They'reworth twice that now
soitwas aninvestment.”

Their unigue selling point
is their lack of pretentious-
ness. “We pride ourselves on
being approachable. Our

openings are very
friendly affairs,” says
Isobel,
In 2007, their 20
best-selling arrists
sarnad F1IO0OO0

sive contract.“We don'twant
tostifle their development,”
theyexplain.

Nota pair to sit back, they
have just launched a new
business, GlimpseOnline.
com."lt's more design-orien-
tared with jewellery, design
and photos. Butit's veryqual-
iry=conrolled,” says Elinor.
www.degreeart.com,
www.glimpseonline.com

* The Arts Council Own
Art scheme allows you
to buy art valued up to
£3,000 interest free over
ten months. artscouncil,

mrn il feasnart
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